Nominations for WFOT Delegate
The World Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT) was established as a federation of national occupational therapy associations in 1952 with NZAOT as a founder member. The NZAOT delegate to WFOT holds an elected seat on the NZAOT council and the WFOT council and the primary role is a responsibility and liaison internationally through the WFOT networks.

NZAOT has received two nominations for the position of  delegate to the World Federation of Occupational Therapists.  This means there will be an election held at the AGM.

Introducing Kirk Reed   

DHSc, M Occ Therapy (Uni South Australia), NZROT 

Nominated by: Clare Hocking

Seconded by: Melissa Evans

I believe that WFOT has a valuable role to play as the key international voice for the profession. This is both in terms of the profession’s recognition and its development as a significant contributor to the health and well-being of the global population. In my career as an occupational therapist I have been a strong advocate for occupational therapy and have welcomed the opportunity in the roles I have had to lead and enable change and to promote occupational therapy.

My career began in 1991 following completion of the Diploma in Occupational Therapy at the Central Institute of Technology, from there I have practiced in mental health in both New Zealand and the UK.  For the last ten years I have been working at AUT and for the last six of those ten years have been the head of department of the Department of Occupational Science and Therapy. 

I am passionate about occupational therapy and my role at AUT which has included the opportunity to be involved in shaping the future of the profession both in terms of teaching and research. In 2008 I completed the Doctor of Health Science degree at AUT where I explored the meaning of occupation and have published in local and international journals and textbooks.

As the NZAOT delegate for the World Federation I would bring a clear understanding of the issues facing the profession on the national and international stage through my connections with international colleagues and being actively involved in NZAOT. Previously I served on NZAOT council; I am the current convenor of the Primary Health Care special interest group, a member of a range of other SIG’s, and a member of the Auckland local area network. I believe that I have the skills to represent New Zealand on this important international body and I have been a member of WFOT for the last 5 years.

Introducing Merrolee Penman  
 NZROT, EdD candidate, MA(Educ), DipTeachTert, DipOT.

Nominated by: Alison Nelson

Seconded by: Linda Wilson

Kia ora koutou – thank you to those who nominated me for the role of WFOT delegate.

Why vote for me to represent you at WFOT? I have been a member of the New Zealand Association of Occupational Therapists for almost all my 30 years as an occupational therapist. I support the association through my involvement in working groups and contributions to submissions, SIG membership leadership, participating in workshops and conferences and more recently in assisting NZAOT to use social networking tools to communicate with the profession. I have aimed to stay connected with the heart of the profession; the occupational therapists who serve the needs of our communities, through teaching, supervision and by finding ways to support your learning needs. Working intermittently as an OT has helped me to stay grounded in the realities of practice. 

As an individual WFOT member, I have increasingly looked to see how what I have learned from New Zealand can be of value to the international occupational therapy community. To achieve this, I ensured that New Zealand hosted the first 24 hour Virtual Exchange (the online free conference organised by OT4OT) held to celebrate World OT Day. I was co-opted into the Sino-Chinese Alliance, an international group working to support the development of the knowledge of Chinese occupational therapy educators. In these and other activities, I have realised that while we have much to learn from our international colleagues, we also have much to offer and if voted WFOT delegate I would feel honoured to follow in the footsteps of previous delegates. As technology enables our world to shrink, my vision for the role would be to ensure that there are ways and means for continuing to learn from our international colleagues, while ensuring that we continue to contribute to occupational therapy developments worldwide.

